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SKETCH 

OF THE 

SETTLEMENT OF HOPE, NEW JERSEY. 

BT KEV. CHABLES P. KLUGE. 



After the Brethren, in the year 1741, had settled in the Prov- 
ince of Pennsylvania and commenced the building of Bethlehem, 
some of their number from time to time visited the neighboring 
Province of New Jersey, for the purpose of preaching the Gos- 
pel at Anvil and other places, or passed through it on their way to 
the Indians in New York and New England. This gave rise to 
their friendship with Mr. Samuel Green and his wife Abigail, who 
were wont to entertain the missionaries and Indian Brethren and 
Sisters on their journeys from or to Bethlehem. 

The Brethren Bruce, Shaw, Joseph Powel and others, from time 
to time, preached in their house. In 1749, both Mr. Green and 
his wife were baptized at Bethlehem by Brother Nathaniel Seidel 
and Brother John F. CammerhofF; they also had their children 
baptized by the Brethren, and placed them in their schools at 
Bethlehem, to be educated. Indeed so great was their attachment 
to the Brethren, that Mr. Green, in 1768, came to that place and 
offered all his land to them, for the purpose of establishing in New 
Jersey a settlement of the Brethren, similar to Bethlehem. 

After mature deliberation, the question of acceding to Mr. 
Green's proposal was submitted to the decision of the Lord by lot, 
and determined in the affirmative. Out of regard to the interests 
of the children of Mr. and Mrs. Green, the Brethren <^eemed it 
wrong to accept the land as a gift, or in consideration of an annu- 
ity to the old people, as the latter had proposed. Accordingly the 
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land was purchased by Brother Nathaniel Seidel from Mr. Green 
and his wife, with the full consent of both their sons, for ^£1000 
cash ; their house and garden, free firewood, and hay for two cows 
being reserved to them besides during their life time. In 1771 
the additional sum of <£100 was paid to them for a tract of land 
on the mountain, together with ^£100 for the use of their son 
Nicholas. 

In the spring of 1769, the first settlers from Bethlehem, Peter 
Worbass and family, removed thither, and were hospitably enter- 
tained by Mr. and Mrs. Green, until the first house, a log build- 
ing, had been erected. With a view to render the new purchase 
profitable as soon as possible, a flouring mill was built and put in 
operation in 1770, although but little wheat was then raised in 
that part of the country. 

In May of the same year, during the visitation of the Brethren 
Christian Gregor, J. Loretz and Hans Christian von Schweinitz, 
the name of Greenland was given to the new place. Worbass 
having removed to Nazareth* in 1771, Frederick Leinback be- 
came manager in his stead, and commenced a small shop or store 
for the benefit of the settlement. Daniel Hauser took charge of 
the mill and Frederick Rauschenberger became assistant on the 
farm. In 1773 Frederick Blum settled there and established a 
tannery. 

With regard to spiritual matters, it must be remarked, that dur- 
ing the first year, after the commencement of this new settlement 
of the Brethren, Bishop Ettwein frequently visited there, preach- 
ing both in the English and German languages, and administering 
the sacraments. In 1771, Brother John Jacob Schmick was 
appointed minister of the little flock; he was succeeded in 1773 
by Brother Francis Boehler, who was followed in 1774 by Brother 
Daniel Sydrich. The latter being called to Philadelphia towards 
the close of the year. Bishop Ettwein ministered to the flock until 
May, 1775, when he was relieved by Brother Joseph Neisser. 

In the year 1774, the Unity's Elders' Conference having de- 
termined to establish a regular settlement (Oris Gemeine) at Green- 
land, the resolution was announced to the members of the infant 
congregation on the 22d May, and caused great joy. In accord- 

* Peter Worbass occupied the first house built in Nazareth after the erection of 
the Hall. This house was built in 1771. 
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ance with it, the site of the future settlement was surveyed on the 
25th and 26th of November, 1774, and a town laid out by the 
Brethren Nathaniel Seidel, John Ettwein, Hans Christian von 
Schweinitz, and the surveyor, Brother J, W. Golgosky. On the 
8th of February, 1775, it was determined by lot that the place 
should be named Hope. 

In the same year a dwelling house was built for the farmer, and 
a building erected for a distillery and brewery. Brother Stephen 
Nicolaus undertook the manufacture of bricks and lime, while 
Brother Adolph Hartman, who had removed thither from Chris- 
tian's Spring, erected a dwelling house and smithy. On the 8th of 
June the Brotherly Agreement was subscribed by the first settlers, 
and it was determined that all future inhabitants should do the same. 
To complete the organization of the settlement, a committee, con- 
sisting of four Brethren, Avas appointed, to supply the place of a 
College of Overseers {Aufseher Collegium). 

In 1776, a house was built for a store, and occupied by Brother 
Frederick Leinback in 1777. The following year was a very 
sickly one, fever and dysentery prevailing extensively and prov- 
ing fatal in a number of cases. From November 1779, till March 
1780, Brother Ettwein again took temporary charge of the con- 
gr^ation, preaching in the English language every fortnight. 

In 1781 the "Gemein Haus," (embracing dwellings for the offi- 
cials of the church and a chapel) was built, the corner stone being 
laid by Bishop J. F. Eeichel, then engaged in a visitation to the 
American congregation, on the 2d of April. The number of souls 
then belonging to the congregation of Hope was 53. In August 
of the same year Dr. C. F, Kampman took up his residence here, 
and engaged in the practice of medicine. 

On the 8th of November, 1782, the chapel in the newly erected 
" Gemein Haus," and the dwelling appropriated to the ministering 
servants of the congregation, at that time consisting of Brother 
and Sister Joseph Neisser, were solemnly dedicated by Bishop 
Ettwein. They were succeeded in 1784 by Brother and Sister 
Meder, and thenceforward preaching in the English language was 
held every Sunday. During the visitation of Bishop Johannes de 
Watteville, in the year mentioned, a Single Sisters* Economy was 
commenced on a small scale, the Sisters living for the present in 
the " Gemein-Haus." A school for little girls was likewise begun. 
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and placed In charge of Sister Anna Bosina Mack, subsequently 
married to Brother Schlegel. In addition to a saw-mill, erected 
in 1780, and a pottery commenced in 1783 by Brother Lewis 
Moeller from Salem, N. C, a public inn was opened in the follow- 
ing year in the old " Gemein Haus." 

In 1786 Brother Christian Till took charge of the school for 
boys, which had previously been conducted by the minister, and 
also served as organist. In 1787 Brother Lewis F. Boehler suc- 
ceeded to the pastoral charge of the congregation, special advisers 
were assigned to the choirs, and Brother Abraham Hessler was 
appointed first warden, and an Elders' Conference was regularly 
organized, but named the " Congregation Conference." 

In the year 1788 a controversy of long standing repecting the 
township line was finally settled, a survey having proved that the 
greater portion of the settlement of Hope belonged to Oxford, 
and only six or seven houses, together with the ferm^ to Knowlton 
township. 

A set of trombones having been procured from Europe, they 
were used for the first time on the church anniversary, November 
8th, 1789. 

In 1790 Dr. Kampman succeeded Brother Abraham Hessler as 
warden. The manufacture of potash was commenced for the Di- 
acony. 

At the close of the twenty-first year, since the establishment of 
Hope, the number of souls belonging to the congregation was 
147, of whom 66 were communicants ; 100 lived in town, and 47 
in the vicinity. The number had increased from 2 in 1769, to 147 
in 1790. From this time forward the membership steadily de- 
creased. 

In 1791 an oil mill was put in operation in the lower part of 
the saw mill at the expense of the Congregation Diacony. Brother 
Dreyspring the adviser of the Single Brethren, departed this 
life during the season of general sickness that prevailed this year. 

In 1795 Brother Lewis Boehler was succeded as pastor by 
Brother Abraham Reinke, and the four following years were com- 
paratively healthy. 

In 1798 the first marriage was solemnized at Hope, viz. ; that 
of Brother Francis Clewell, of Schoeneck, to Sister Anna Maria 
Leinback. In 1799, Brother Conrad Kreuser, who was then the 
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only single Brother at Hope, removed to Nazareth. During the 
following year (1800) two official visits on the part of the Provin- 
cial Helpers' Conference, were made at Hope, the one by Brother 
J, G. Cunow, for an investigation of the financial condition of the 
settlement, and the other by C. G. Reichel from Nazareth, chiefly 
in view of the discouraging state of things in general, evidences of 
which were seen in eight unoccupied houses and the discontinuance 
of the girls' school. The number of the congregation was now 
reduced to 84. 

In the year 1803 Brother Abraham Reinke removed to Lancas- 
ter, and was succeeded by John Lewis Strohle, appointed minister 
of the congregation and inspector of the contemplated Boarding 
School for girls. The house destined for this institution, as well 
as for the single Sisters and girls, was occupied on the 5th of July, 
having been solemnly dedicated on the 11th of April. The Board- 
ing School was opened on the first of August. In the same year 
Brother George A. Hartman was appointed teacher of the school 
for boys, and assistant to Brother Strohle in the spiritual care of the 
single Brethren and boys. On the 20th of November the house 
intended for the school was dedicated and occupied. In 1804 the 
boys' school was discontinued, and the store was transferred to 
Brother Daniel Kleist, who conducted it on his own account. In 
June, 1805, the Boarding School, which had had a precarious exist- 
ence since 1803, was given up, as all means of sustaining it proved 
ineffectual. Dr. C. F. Kampman was succeeded in the office of 
warden by Brother John F. Stadiger. 

In 1806 the Single Sisters' Economy was abolished. In May, 
1807, the Brethren Verbeck and Forestier, members of the Uni- 
ty's Elders' Conference, while on a visitation to the American con- 
gregations, came to Hope, and in a meeting convened on the 26th 
of May, announced that the church authorities had decided to 
break up the establishment at Hope, to sell the property, and re- 
move the remaining members to other settlements. 

This measure was necessitated by the precarious financial condi- 
tion of the settlement, and the failure of a variety of endeavors, 
made from time to time, to increase the prosperity and maintain 
the existence of the establishment. It was, moreover, foreseen, 
that in consequence of the disturbed state of affairs in Europe at 
that period, the Wardens' College of the Unity would find them- 
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selves unable to continue their pecuniary aid. In accordance with 
this decision, the entire tract of land and all the buildings erected 
thereon were subsequently sold to Messrs. Kraemer and Horn, of 
Pennsylvania. A portion of the members of the congregation 
removed toother settlements during the year 1807, but the most of 
the inhabitants emigrated in 1808. Brother Strohle having been 
called to Hope, in North Carolina, was succeeded in the fall of 
1807 by Brother Meder, from Nazareth, who remained at Hope 
until its final abandonment in the following year. 

The number of souls belonging to the congregation at the close 
of the year 1807 was but 63. During the first months of the year 
1808, those still remaining at Hope were occupied in preparing to 
remove. On Easter Sunday, April 17th, the last sermon was 
preached, and with the solemn evening service of that day, the 
existence of the congregation at Hope terminated. 

During the week succeeding Easter, some of the few remaining 
families left for Bethlehem or Nazareth, who were afterwards fol- 
lowed by others who proceeded to the same places. 



